
SCHEDULE

SEPTEMBER 28 - OCTOBER 3, 2026



Time Title & Presenter Well Core Category

10:00

“Celebrating Our Common Humanity with Walt Whitman”

Featured Speaker: Dr. Mark Edmundson, Presidential

University Professor, University of Virginia

Intellectual Wellness

11:00

“Curiously Human: 25 Years of the Belmont University

Humanities Symposium” 

Dr. Jason Lovvorn, Professor Department of English,

Belmont University

Intellectual Wellness

12:00
Preserving the Past of the Symposium for the Future Panel

discussion with library staff and others
Intellectual Wellness

1:00

“Science is a Conversation”

Science Faculty Panel moderated by Dr. Krista McBride,

Physics, Belmont University

Intellectual Wellness

2:00

“Women’s Voices in Ancient Gynecology” Dr. Mary

Cunninghame, Department of Philosophy, Belmont

University

Intellectual Wellness

3:00

“Healthcare and Culture of Nepal”

Heather Ferrari, MSN, RN, FNP-BC, AGACNP-BC,

University of Kentucky Medical Center

Occupational Wellness

4:00

Q&A for FYS and others with Dr. Mark Edmundson, author

of Who Are You and Why Are You Here Facilitated by Dr.

Kate Holland and Dr. Noel Boyle

Occupational Wellness

5:30

“From Story to Screen: the Politics of Friction, Censorship

and Translation” Featured Speaker: Dr. Holly Liu, Charles

A. Dana Professor of Chinese and German, Alma College

Cultural Wellness
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OUR COMMON HUMANITY
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Time Title & Presenter Well Core Category

10:00

“Performing Oral Histories for Rural Resilience 

and Well-Being”

Featured Speaker: Dr. Dana Bultman, Harry and Jane

Willson Professor of Humanities, University of Georgia

Cultural Wellness

11:00

“Centering Dependency: Severe Cognitive 

Impairment and Equal Humanity”

Dr. Noel Boyle, Department of Philosophy, 

Belmont University

Cultural Wellness

12:15

Faculty Q&A with Dr. Mark Edmundson, 

author of Why Teach?

Teaching Center Luncheon, Rogers Board Room, 

Barbara Massey Building

  No Well Core

  Faculty / Staff event

  

2:00

“‘We Came Crying Hither’: King Lear, Migrants, and the

Cliffs of Dover”

Dr. Marcia McDonald, Professor Emerita, English,

Belmont University

Intellectual Wellness

3:30

“Unlearning Japanese: Ignorance and Rediscovery”

Dr. Christopher Born, Associate Professor of Asian Studies

and Japanese, Belmont University

Cultural Wellness

5:30

“Language Study: at the Heart of a Humanistic Education”

Panel Discussion: Dr. Dana Bultman, Dr. Holly Liu, 

Dr. Mark Edmundson

Intellectual Wellness

7:00
“Transformational Travel: the Lumos Award” 

Moderated Panel Discussion with 4 past Lumos Travelers
Cultural Wellness

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 

OUR COMMON HUMANITY

“Performing Oral Histories for
Rural Resilience and Well-Being”

Dr. Dana Bultman



WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 

OUR COMMON HUMANITY

Time Title & Presenter Well Core Category

9:00

“Roll for Humanity: How D&D Satisfies Core Human

  Needs Through Collaborative Storytelling”

  Dr. Laura-Kate Gonyea Huse, Assistant Professor of

  Communication Studies, Belmont University

Emotional Wellness

10:00

“A Life Made of Stories: From Literature to Song, Tradition,

and Healing”

Ashley Davis, World Music Artist, Reiki Master Healer 

and Belmont Class of ‘98

Intellectual Wellness 

11:00
“Thoreau’s Celly and Other Stories: Finding Common

  Humanity in the History of the American Jail”
Intellectual Wellness  

12:00
“Out of the Maelstrom of Knowledge and Experience”

Dr. Maggie Monteverde, English, Belmont University
Intellectual Wellness  

1:00

“The Trouble with Answers” 

  Panel Discussion: moderated by Dr. Krista McBride,

  Associate Professor of Physics, Belmont University

Intellectual Wellness  

2:00

“When the Medium Talks Back: AI, Meaning-Making and

Human Conversation”

Dr. Kevin Trowbridge, Associate Professor and Chair,

Department of Public Relations, Belmont Univeristy

Social Wellness

3:00

“Magnificent Humanity: 

How the Papal Encyclical  Makes Us Think About Ourselves

and Our Current and Future Courses”

  Panel Discussion: Dr. Sally Holt, Professor of Religion;

  Dr. Arpita Mandal, Assistant Professor of English; Dr.

Jennifer Thomas, Professor of Biology; Dr. Mitch McCoy,

Associate Professor of Spanish Belmont University

Spiritual Wellness

4:00

“The Artificial Other: Dialogue and Disagreement with AI

  Panel Discussion: Dr. Joel Overall, Associate Professor

  of English, with Belmont Students Emma Bowman and

Marly Hanna, Belmont Univeristy

Intellectual Wellness

7:00

A Viewing of the film Coda 

followed by Discussion Presented by members of 

Belmont’s American Sign Language Club  

Social Wellness



Time Title & Presenter Well Core Category

10:00

Belmont Launch for “In Our Hands: A Maker’s Manifesto
  for Changing the World Through Creative Practices”

  Dr. Bonnie Smith-Whitehouse, Department of English and
  Global Honors Program, Belmont University

Emotional Wellness

11:00

“The Furious Flycycle and the Long Journey Home: 
An Odyssey of Sorts”

  Dr. Darrell Gwaltney, H. Franklin Paschall Chair of
  Biblical Studies and Religion, Belmont University

Spiritual Wellness

12:30

“The Neighborhood, The Office, and the Vacation: 
How Three TV Architectures Shape Our Feeling Bodies”
Dr. Amanda Salmon, Lecturer Department of English,

Belmont University

Intellectual Wellness

2:00
“What IS a Symposium?”

Featured Speaker: Dr. Alex Priou, Professor of Political
Philosophy, University of Austin

Intellectual Wellness

4:00

“Walking with the Enemy: The Art of Subversive Mimicry 
in the Post-Truth Era”

  Tom Williams, Watkins College of Art, Belmont U, and
Gediminas Gasparavičius, Myers School of Art, University

of Akron

Cultural Wellness

5:30

“More Than Translation: What We Gain When We Learn
Another Language”

Featured Speaker:  Dr. Brandon Tullock, Director, AP
German Language and Culture, College Board, and

Belmont Class of ‘07

Occupational Wellness

7:00

Das Leben der Anderen (The Lives of Others) – A Film by
Florian Henckel von Donnersmarck, Viewing followed by

Discussion Moderated by Dr. Regine Schwarzmeier,
German, Belmont University

Cultural Wellness

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1 

OUR COMMON HUMANITY

“What IS a Symposium?”

Dr. Alex Priou



Time Title & Presenter Well Core Category

9:00
“The Necessity of a Humanistic Education in an Era of AI”

Panel Discussion: Dr. Alex Priou and Dr. Masood Raja
Intellectual Wellness

10:00 Philologoi Social Wellness

11:00

“Ibn Tufayl’s Hayy Ibn Yaqzan, Jon Locke, and Rousseau: A

Twelfth Century Muslim Text and its Impact 

on European Humanistic Thought”

Featured Speaker: Dr. Masood Raja, Linsley School and

Belmont Alumnus BA and MA

Intellectual Wellness

12:00

“Under Threat: Regional and Indigenous Languages at Risk”

  Panel Discussion: Ashley Davis, Brendan Tullock, 

and Masood Raja

Cultural Wellness

1:00
“Orders Anyone?” Presenting the English Department

Cookbook
Cultural Wellness

2:00

“I’m Good, I Swear”: A Reading 

and Q&A with Author Carrie Grace York 

Featured Speaker: Carrie Grace York, Belmont Class of ’26,

moderated by Dr. Gwen Niekamp, Belmont University

Spiritual Wellness

3:00
“How to Love You When You’re Gone: A Reading with Q&A

  Featured Speaker: Gabriela Gonzales, Belmont Class of  
Cultural Wellness

4:00

Winners of the 2026 Sandra Hutchins Humanities Symposium

  Creative Writing Contest

  Readings by Belmont Undergraduates 

and Masters Students

Cultural Wellness

5:00
“The Universal Language: A Closing Concert”

Ashley Davis, John DePriest, and Brandon Tullock
Cultural Wellness

Carrie Grace 
York

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2 

OUR COMMON HUMANITY

Alumni  Day

Dr. Masood 
Raja

Gabriela 
Gonzales

Ashley Davis Brendan 
Tullock



Twenty-five years ago, when the then Department of Literature and

Language and the Department of Philosophy decided to organize

“Murder in the Mansion,” we called it a Symposium because we wanted

to emphasize an aspect of academic engagement fundamental to our

disciplines, the focus on conversation.  Today, as social media, twenty-

four hour news cycles, AI, and political division seem to threaten our

ability to interact deeply and meaningfully with each other, even with

those we may not agree with, that reciprocal, conversation-based

format, that requires both listening and speaking, seems all the more

important.  Perhaps we shouldn’t be surprised, then, to discover that the

original, root sense of conversation isn’t about talking with each other

at all:  it’s about living with others, opening up to the possibility of

turning ourselves about as we encounter others, and in that way

allowing ourselves to celebrate everything our common humanity has to

offer.  So, this year, instead of engaging with one focused subject from

many angles, during the five days of our 25th Symposium we will resume

conversations on the five topic groupings representing the past twenty-

five years:   Our Encounters and Conversations; Our Comparative

Impulses; Our Contexts; Our Technologies; Our Narratives and

Languages. 

Belmont Humanities
Symposium

Celebrating
Twenty-Five Years 

of the



MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 

OUR COMMON HUMANITY

Time Session Iformation

10:00

“Celebrating Our Common Humanity with Walt Whitman”

Featured Speaker: Dr. Mark Edmundson, Presidential University Professor, 

University of Virginia

Walt Whitman is our great poet of democracy.He offers a vision of what it feels like, day

to day, to live in a free and equal society that celebrates our common humanity.

Whitman has high hopes for the democratic future, but he sees some difficulties in the way

and does his best to solve them imaginatively.

WellCore: Intellectual Wellness   Duration: 50 minutes

11:00

“Curiously Human: 25 Years of the Belmont University Humanities Symposium” 

Dr. Jason Lovvorn, Professor Department of English, Belmont University

Since 2002, the Belmont University School of Humanities has celebrated the special status

of humankind with lectures, presentations, workshops, films, service events, and awards.

Across this longstanding symposium series, innate curiosity about the world around us, as

well as humanity’s place in it, have been staple offerings to the Belmont community. This

talk, which serves as this year’s Monteverde Lecture, will explore the breadth and depth

of the Belmont Humanities Symposium while pressing on the value of symposia in general

and exploring the deeply curious nature connected to our symposium’s success.

WellCore: Intellectual Wellness Duration: 50 minutes

12:00

“Preserving the Past of the Symposium for the Future” 

Panel discussion with library staff and others

This follow up to the presentation in the previous hour will explore more fully ways the

Humanities Symposium is being remembered through the new Library Archive, which also

includes several years of the journal produced by students under faculty guidance, past

programs, and for the COVID years recorded lectures. Speakers will include members of

the library staff, the editor of the journal, as well as several faculty and students

involved with the arranging and participating in Humanities Symposia past and present.

WellCore: Intellectual Wellness Duration: 50 minutes



MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 

OUR COMMON HUMANITY

Time Session Iformation

1:00

“Science is a Conversation”

Science Faculty Panel moderated by Dr. Krista McBride, Physics, Belmont University

In this first of two panels by Belmont science faculty, Dr. Ryan Fox (Mathematics), Dustin

Keller (Pyschology), Azuah Dahmen (Biology), Jeff Gustofson (Chemistry) and Davon

Ferrera (Physics) will discuss a fundamental but often overlooked aspect of science, one

that relates it to the most human of all activities: conversation. Science is often presented

as a collection of facts and answers, but at heart, science is a conversation, a continual

exchange of questions, evidence, ideas, and perspectives. Like all meaningful

conversations, scientific inquiry requires us to listen carefully, challenge our

assumptions, and recognize that being wrong is not failure but information, inviting us to

reconsider what we think we know. This panel explores how mathematics and science

model a shared pursuit of understanding, and asks what we might learn from bringing

that same openness, curiosity, and willingness to be changed into our everyday

conversations.

WellCore: Intellectual Wellness Duration: 50 minutes

2:00

“Women’s Voices in Ancient Gynecology” 

Dr. Mary Cunningham, Department of Philosophy, Belmont University

We have preserved disappointingly few texts written by ancient Greek women. Beyond the

fragments (mostly of lyric poetry) that remain, how could we ever hope to know what

ancient women thought about their lives or the world around them? The good news is

that we can uncover some of the weird, surprising, and insightful beliefs these women held

by looking closely at an unlikely source: ancient gynecology.

WellCore: Intellectual Wellness Duration: 50 minutes

3:00

“Healthcare and Culture of Nepal”

Heather Ferrari, MSN, RN, FNP-BC, AGACNP-BC, University of Kentucky Medical

Center

Heather Ferrari, Belmont Class of ‘18 Lumos Travel Award recipient, will share her

immersion experience in Chitwan, Nepal, considering it both culturally and through the

lens of a health care provider: the differences, the similarities, and how living in Nepal

has impacted what she does now, as the holder of an M.S. in Nursing working as a

critical care Nurse Practitioner and Clinical Preceptor at the University of Kentucky

Hospital in the Cardio-Vascular Critical Care Unit.

WellCore: Occupational Wellness Duration: 50 minutes



MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 

OUR COMMON HUMANITY

Time Session Iformation

4:00

Q&A for FYS and others 

with Dr. Mark Edmundson, author of Who Are You and Why Are You Here 

Facilitated by Dr. Kate Holland

If you are in, or in the past took, Belmont’s First Year Seminar, chances are good that

you read and discussed Dr. Mark Edmundson’s essay “Who Are You and What Are You

Doing Here.” Given the nature of FYS, you would have been encouraged to reflect on and

ask questions about this essay in preparation for class discussion (among other things).

Rarely, though, do we get a chance to ask questions and share our thoughts and

concerns with the author of the materials we are reading. This Q&A session, moderated by

two FYS faculty, will open with questions collected from some of this year’s students.

However, this conversation isn’t just for Freshmen: anyone who has ever asked themselves

one or both of those title questions, questions which themselves resonate far beyond

college, will find plenty more to ask about and reflect on in this session.

WellCore: Occupational Wellness Duration: 50 minutes

5:30

“From Story to Screen: the Politics of Friction, Censorship and Translation” 

Featured Speaker: Dr. Holly Liu, Charles A. Dana Professor of Chinese and German,

Alma College

This presentation investigates the challenges of narrative migration across linguistic and

medial boundaries. Part I examines literary translation through the work of Monika

Maron (Flugasche, Animal triste), exploring how translators navigate political and

institutional censorship, including the deliberate elimination of text required for

publication. Part II turns to cinematic adaptation, analyzing how stories resist or

succumb to narrative flattening through the studio-altered ending of The Cabinet of Dr.

Caligari, the Brechtian alienation of The Nasty Girl, and the searing ironies of The Lost

Honor of Katharina Blum. 

Funded by a grant from the Max Kade Foundation.

WellCore: Cultural Wellness Duration: 60 minutes



OUR COMMON HUMANITY

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 

Time Session Info

10:00

“Performing Oral Histories for Rural Resilience and Well-Being”

Featured Speaker: Dr. Dana Bultman, Harry and Jane Willson Professor of Humanities,

University of Georgia

Everyone lives in a place with a local identity and uses a language to relate socially.

When economic changes create pressure, rural communities face particular challenges.

This is especially true when residents are socially isolated and multilingual. In Georgia, a

team of Humanities students is strengthening well-being through community-engaged oral

history interviews and performance.

WellCore: Cultural Wellness Duration: 50 minutes

11:00

“Centering Dependency: Severe Cognitive Impairment and Equal Humanity”

Dr. Noel Boyle, Department of Philosophy, Belmont University

People with severe cognitive impairments seem to lack the very traits philosophers have

traditionally used to define what makes us human: rationality and autonomy. Drawing

both from his own experience as the parent of a man with severe cognitive impairments and

from the feminist care ethics of philosopher Eva Feder Kittay, Dr. Boyle will argue that an

adequate account of what makes us human would put relations of dependency and

interdependency at the center.

WellCore: Cultural Wellness Duration: 50 minutes

12:15

Faculty Q&A with Dr. Mark Edmundson, 

author of Why Teach?

Teaching Center Luncheon, Rogers Board Room, Barbara Massey Building

Duration: 75 minutes

2:00

“‘We Came Crying Hither’: King Lear, Migrants, and the Cliffs of Dover”

Dr. Marcia McDonald, Professor Emerita, English, Belmont University

The iconic Dover Cliffs along the southern coast of England serve as the setting for a

powerless King Lear’s recognition of our common humanity, “We came crying hither,” in

Act 4 of Shakespeare’s 1605 tragedy, King Lear. For centuries, these cliffs have been the

destination for migrants crossing the channel to seek a new life. By considering

Shakespeare’s tragedy of a king gaining humanity as he loses power and the plight of the

21st century migrant within the setting of this cliffscape, we can consider anew what it

means to recognize our common humanity.

WellCore: Intellectual Wellness Duration: 75 minutes



OUR COMMON HUMANITY

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 

Time Session Info

3:30

“Unlearning Japanese: Ignorance and Rediscovery”

Dr. Christopher Born, Associate Professor of Asian Studies and Japanese, 

Belmont University

What do we really know about culture and language? Even operating at a high-level in

Japanese and having much experience in Japan, there can be much more to learn than meets

the ear and eye. Established things we think we know must be “unlearned” before we can

gain greater understanding. In this talk, we will explore ways of knowing, ignorance, and

life-long learning in another culture.

WellCore: Cultural Wellness Duration: 60 minutes

5:30

“Language Study: at the Heart of a Humanistic Education”

Panel Discussion: Dr. Dana Bultman, Dr. Holly Liu, Dr. Mark Edmundson

Even as our world becomes increasingly interconnected, the number of students in the

United States studying a second language both in college and in high school has been

rapidly declining due to a variety of factors such as the loss of language requirements for

degree completion and lack of investment in language study at all levels of education. This

has implications not just for students going out to join a global work force but for

humanities fields of study broadly, given the central role language itself plays in all of

these disciplines. This panel discussion will explore the importance of language study, even

for students not seeking to attain proficiency in a second language.

WellCore: Intellectual Wellness Duration: 60 minutes

7:00

“Transformational Travel: the Lumos Award” 

Moderated Panel Discussion with 4 past Lumos Travelers

Since 2010, the Lumos Awards have enabled Belmont students to Travel with a Purpose by funding
them to immerse themselves in an international community in order to deepen their understanding of
an issue or project. In this Lumos panel discussion, four past Lumos travelers will each give a brief

overview of their project before answering questions on how their experiences informed their
understanding both of the place and people they were immersed in and broadened their recognition

of the ties and challenges that bind us together as human beings: Sam Osborn, Class of ’17, will
discuss his 2018 experiences in Kathmandu, Nepal, where he taught English to K-5 children and

helped to rebuild school buildings destroyed in the 2015 earthquake; Rachel Beihl, Class of ’18, will
discuss her project in Valencia, Spain, working with underprivileged children through Save the
Children’s afterschool program; Elizabeth Moss, Class of ’24, will discuss her project with Story

Works in Bournemouth, England, where as Charity Manager she led writing workshops, managed
volunteers and developed a new songwriting course; and Valeria Draine, Class of ’24, will discuss
her project in San Ignacio, Belize, where during her placement with their Ministry of Health, the

government-sponsored healthcare system, she assisted physicians and local organizations.

WellCore: Cultural Wellness Duration: 90 minutes



OUR COMMON HUMANITY

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 

Time Session Information

9:00

“Roll for Humanity: How D&D Satisfies Core Human

Needs Through Collaborative Storytelling”

  Dr. Laura-Kate Gonyea Huse, Assistant Professor of Communication Studies, Belmont

University

At its core, Dungeons and Dragons is a collaborative storytelling game. While the

story is based in a fantasy setting with magic, the players at the table gain real benefits

including increased mental health, more social connectiveness, and reduced defensive

processing. Storytelling is a fundamental form of communication for humans, and play

is biologically necessary for humanity. D&D thus creates a space for human

exploration and connection while satisfying core human needs.

WellCore: Emotional Wellness Duration: 50 minutes

10:00

“A Life Made of Stories: From Literature to Song, Tradition, and Healing”

Ashley Davis, World Music Artist, Reiki Master Healer 

and Belmont Class of ‘98

Nearly three decades ago, Ashley Davis left Belmont University with a degree in

English, having chosen the study of literature over Music Business because of a love of

reading and a deep belief in the power of stories. Now an internationally touring

singer-songwriter, Davis returns to Belmont to explore how that decision shaped an

unexpected creative life. Through storytelling and live music performance, Davis traces

a path from the literature she studied at Belmont to the American and Irish folk

traditions that shaped her songwriting. She explores how years of touring, travel, and

cultural immersion and collaboration expanded her artistic voice, eventually leading

to her work as a Reiki Master and the creation of her album Mantra. 

At its heart, “A Life Made of Stories” asks what it means to build a creative life around

listening, curiosity, and connection. Davis reflects on a journey that has taken her

from literature classrooms to stages, recording studios, and healing spaces around the

world, revealing how the stories we inherit, encounter, and create can become a

thread through a life, connecting where we began with who we are still becoming.

WellCore: Intellectual Wellness Duration: 50 minutes



OUR COMMON HUMANITY

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 

Time Session Information

11:00

“Thoreau’s Celly and Other Stories: Finding Common

  Humanity in the History of the American Jail”

Dr. Peter Kuryla, History, Belmont University

The philosopher and naturalist Henry David Thoreau spent a night in jail in Concord,

Massachusetts for refusing to pax his local poll tax, a protest against the Mexican War

and its expansion of slavery. For years, “Civil Disobedience (1849),” the essay inspired by

that night in the town lockup, was standard reading in any number of classrooms, a

foundational text for understanding forms of “resistance to civil government.” Yet we

tend to forget that Thoreau had a “celly” or cellmate in jail with him that evening. This

talk considers the other guy in the cell with Thoreau that night to better understand the

role of jails in American history.

WellCore: Intellectual Wellness Duration: 50 minutes

12:00

“Out of the Maelstrom of Knowledge and Experience”

Dr. Maggie Monteverde, English, Belmont University

A number of years ago, when Belmont’s Teaching Center was just getting underway, a

colleague began a teaching workshop by asking us, “What is your metaphor for

teaching?” My answer? “The Maelstrom.” While I’m not sure that is a perfect metaphor

for my approach to teaching, I’ve come to realize by reading back over papers I have

written for past symposia that it is definitely an apt metaphor for what I see as one of, if

not THE, primary value of a humanistic education, especially one organized around the

study and teaching of English: ideally, through wide reading it should offer much often

disparate information and experience to digest and ponder, and through writing,

especially through writing reflective essays, it should train the tools that enable the

swirling funnel of thought to form. We’ll see if that happens today!

WellCore: Intellectual Wellness Duration: 50 minutes



OUR COMMON HUMANITY

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 

Time Session Information

1:00

“The Trouble with Answers” 

  Panel Discussion moderated by Dr. Krista McBride,

  Associate Professor of Physics, Belmont University

In this second panel of Belmont scientists, the conversation begun Monday will be

continued by Lucy Watson (Mathematics), Erick Spears (Biology), Christina Davis (Data

Science,), Emily Moses ( Chemistry) and Matthew Zeh (Physics) who will tackle another

false perception of the nature of science, the expectation that the task of mathematics

and science is to provide definitive answers. However, meaningful inquiry rarely ends

with an answer. Often, it begins with a better question. Scientific inquiry requires us to

use evidence, experience, or another perspective to change our understanding, even

when it challenges what we thought we knew. This panel explores what happens when we

embrace uncertainty, recognize the limits of our answers, and allow better questions to

deepen our understanding of the world we share.

WellCore: Intellectual Wellness Duration: 50 minutes

2:00

“When the Medium Talks Back: AI, Meaning-Making and Human Conversation”

Dr. Kevin Trowbridge, Associate Professor and Chair, Public Relations, 

Belmont Univeristy

Generative AI is the first widely used communication medium that does more than carry

human messages: it responds, adapts, questions, and reframes. Drawing on

communication theory and a reflexive account of three and a half years of using

ChatGPT for personal and professional meaning-making. This talk asks what happens

when one participant in a consequential interpretive exchange is not human. It

considers both the promise and risks of AI as a conversational partner—and what

remains distinctly human when the medium talks back.

WellCore: Social Wellness Duration: 50 minutes

3:00

“Magnificent Humanity: How the Papal Encyclical Makes Us Think About Ourselves

and Our Current and Future Courses”

  Panel Discussion moderated by Dr. Mitch McCoy, Associate Professor of Spanish

Belmont University

Professor of Religion Sally Holt, Assistant Professor of English Arpita Mandal,

Professor of Biology Jennifer Thomas, and Associate Professor of Spanish Mitch McCoy

will share their thoughtful reactions to the Encyclical Letter MAGNIFICA

HUMANITAS of His Holiness Pope Leo XIV on Safeguarding the Human Person in the

Time of Artificial Intelligence. In addition to describing personal observations about

the encyclical, they also plan to share how it fosters ideas for their interactions with

students in current and future courses in their fields.

WellCore: Spiritual Wellness Duration: 50 minutes



OUR COMMON HUMANITY

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 

Time Session Information

4:00

“The Artificial Other: Dialogue and Disagreement with AI”

  Panel Discussion: Dr. Joel Overall, Associate Professor of English, 

with Belmont Students Emma Bowman and Marly Hanna, Belmont Univeristy

What happens when we use generative AI not to find answers or avoid disagreement, but

to enter into it? In this presentation, we reflect on our experiences creating and

engaging AI personas designed to meaningfully challenge our own positions,

considering how rhetorical concepts such as kairos, stasis, and memory shaped these

sustained dialogues across difference. Drawing from a range of perspectives—including

skepticism, enthusiasm, and positions in between—the panel considers what these

encounters reveal about AI’s possibilities and limitations as a tool for rhetorical

discovery, critical reflection, and understanding disagreement.

WellCore: Intellectual Wellness Duration: 50 minutes

7:00

A Viewing of the film Coda followed by Discussion 

Presented by members of Belmont’s American Sign Language Club  

When her family's fishing business is threatened, Ruby finds herself torn between pursuing

her musical passion and her fear of abandoning her Deaf parents. CODA explores Deaf

culture, family dynamics, and identity from the perspective of Ruby, torn between the

hearing world and the Deaf world.

WellCore: Social Wellness Duration: 2.5 hours



OUR COMMON HUMANITY

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1 

Time Session Information

10:00

Belmont Launch for “In Our Hands: A Maker’s Manifesto

  for Changing the World Through Creative Practices”

  Dr. Bonnie Smith-Whitehouse, Department of English and Global Honors Program,

Belmont University

No algorithm can replace the imagination. In world where so much lies beyond our

control and digital noise can drown out our inner lives, it's essential to find ways to

"come home" to ourselves. Our imaginations, our dream worlds, and our creative

impulses belong to each of us alone and make us our unique, unrepeatable selves. We

will explore how to tend to the imaginal intelligence of individuals and the collective

and why this work is vital for humanity.

WellCore: Emotional Wellness Duration: 50 minutes

11:00

“The Furious Flycycle and the Long Journey Home: An Odyssey of Sorts”

  Dr. Darrell Gwaltney, H. Franklin Paschall Chair of

  Biblical Studies and Religion, Belmont University

A book. Many books. The stories they tell. The questions they raise. A long journey from

rural Missouri Baptist roots into worlds unknown changed me. Some reflection on

how the people I met along the way who put books in my hands and what I found in

those books introduced to me humanity and the arts and a faithfulness that continues

to lead me on a long journey home.

WellCore: Spiritual Wellness Duration: 70 minutes

12:30

“The Neighborhood, The Office, and the Vacation: 

How Three TV Architectures Shape Our Feeling Bodies”

Dr. Amanda Salmon, Department of English, Belmont University

What do a gated suburb, a fluorescent office labyrinth, and a luxury resort have in

common? On the surface, they promise three different things: safety, purpose, and

freedom. But Your Friends and Neighbors, Severance, and The White Lotus each reveal

those promises as architectural sleights of hand. This talk asks: if our common

humanity depends on conversation, what happens when the architecture of our lives

has already scripted our feelings before we speak?

WellCore: Intellectual Wellness Duration: 70 minutes
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Time Session Information

2:00

“What IS a Symposium?”
Featured Speaker: Dr. Alex Priou, Professor of Political Philosophy, 

University of Austin

For an ancient Greek aristocrat, a “symposium” referred to a drinking party or banquet
that ideally took place in a tastefully appointed home, where divinely inspired oratory
might be performed, complemented with flutegirls, food, and (of course) wine. For the

modern academic, however, a “symposium” is an exceedingly sober affair that typically
takes place in a dreary convention hall with fluorescent tubes overhead, where often

dull and tedious PowerPoint presentations are delivered before an audience kept barely
awake by stale coffee. We ask: What accounts for this undeniable civilizational

decline?

WellCore: Intellectual Wellness Duration: 70 minutes

4:00

“Walking with the Enemy: The Art of Subversive Mimicry in the Post-Truth Era”

  Tom Williams, Watkins College of Art, Belmont University, 
and Gediminas Gasparavičius, Myers School of Art, University of Akron

Speakers will discuss their new collection of essays on contemporary art in an age of
deception and "a crisis of truth." The collection includes essays by 17 different writers,

and each one discusses instances where artists embrace positions that they otherwise
oppose. Gasparavičius and Williams will discuss the history of subversive mimicry and

some of the arguments presented in the book.

WellCore: Intellectual Wellness Duration: 75 minutes

5:30

“More Than Translation: What We Gain When We Learn Another Language”

Featured Speaker:  Dr. Brandon Tullock, 
Director, AP German Language and Culture, College Board, 

and Belmont Class of ‘07

What can learning another language give you beyond the ability to translate words
from one language into another? Drawing on my own path from studying German as

an undergraduate to living, studying, and working abroad, learning Spanish and
Catalan, becoming an applied linguist, and raising a multilingual family, I’ll explore
some of the less predictable things that language learning can make possible. The talk
considers how learning languages and spending time in other cultures can change the
relationships we form, the places and communities we can participate in, and the ways

we understand both other people and ourselves. 

Funded by the grant from the Max Kade Foundation

WellCore: Occupational Wellness Duration: 60 minutes
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Time Session Information

7:00

Das Leben der Anderen (The Lives of Others) – 

A Film by Florian Henckel von Donnersmarck, 

Viewing followed by Discussion Moderated by Dr. Regine Schwarzmeier, 

German, Belmont University

In 1984 East-Berlin, Gerd Wiesler, an agent for the secret police, the Stasi, has been

assigned to spy on Georg Dreyman, a well-respected playwright, and his girlfriend, the

highly acclaimed actress Christa-Maria Sieland. Intruding deeper and deeper into the

private life of the couple, a life filled with love, art in the form of literature, theater

and music, free thought and expression, a new and until then unknown world is

opening up for Wiesler who has realized how pitiful and empty his own life was. - The

film won the 2007 Academy Award for Best Foreign Language Film.

WellCore: Cultural Wellness Duration: 2.5 Hours
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Alumni  Day
Time Session Information

9:00

“The Necessity of a Humanistic Education in an Era of AI”

Panel Discussion: Dr. Alex Priou and Dr. Masood Raja

Partly in response to the rising cost of a college education, state Boards of Education as

well as accrediting bodies, have begun to approve the creation of undergraduate

programs that can be completed in fewer and fewer hours, most recently in ninety. This

would not be such an area of concern were it not that the primary aspect of a college

education that is being reduced to create such degrees are the elements of a humanistic

liberal arts education, such as arts, language, and humanities requirements, thus

continuing a trend begun by the emphasis on STEM fields and/or professional programs.

This panel will focus on the role that these very fields play in developing the intellectual

and interpersonal skills likely to be most essential for a fulfilling life and successful

professional career.

WellCore: Intellectual Wellness Duration: 50 minutes

10:00

Philologoi

Join us for a moderated discussion with Philosophy faculty and students as part of the

Humanities Symposium.

WellCore: Social Wellness Duration: 50 minutes

11:00

“Ibn Tufayl’s Hayy Ibn Yaqzan, Jon Locke, and Rousseau: 

A Twelfth Century Muslim Text and its Impact on European Humanistic Thought”

Featured Speaker: Dr. Masood Raja, Linsley School and Belmont Alumnus BA and MA

In this brief talk, Dr. Raja will first introduce Ibn Tufayl (1105-1185), a twelfth century

Andalusian Muslim philosopher, and then discuss his allegorical text, Hayy Ibn Yaqzan,

before tracing the impact of Ibn Tufayl’s translated work on John Locke and Rousseau. In

this way, he will highlight the significance of the transcultural aspects of European and

Islamic humanistic thought.

WellCore: Intellectual Wellness Duration: 50 minutes
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12:00

“Under Threat: Regional and Indigenous Languages at Risk”

  Panel Discussion: Ashley Davis, Brendan Tullock, and John DePriest

For those of us who grew up speaking English, surrounded for the most part only by fellow

English speakers, our language can become kind of invisible to us and we can forget how

central one’s language is to one’s own identity. For many people around the globe the

centrality of their native language to their personal and cultural existence never leaves

their consciousness because their birth language is under threat, at risk of disappearing

entirely. Our panelists will discuss the importance of indigenous and regional languages

and what is lost when a language is at risk of being lost, focusing attention particularly

on the Celtic languages of Great Britain, especially Manx, the native American Crow

language, and Catalan, one of the regional languages of Spain.

WellCore: Cultural Wellness Duration: 50 minutes

1:00

“Eating is a Small Good Thing: The Belmont English Department Cook Book”

Presented by Professor Sue Trout and the Student Presidents of the English Club

Long before Belmont adopted the idea of Radical Hospitality as one of its defining

characteristics, the English Department practiced it by sharing homemade food among its

students and faculty. Perhaps because we missed this during COVID, several years ago we

began a project of creating a departmental cookbook. Featuring recipes from faculty, some

familiar to its students from departmental events, our cookbook is about to make its debut.

Orders anyone? The proceeds will go to the Pine Ridge Reservation which many a

departmental bake sale has helped over the years. In addition to presenting the cookbook,

Sue Trout will discuss how community cookbooks such as this function and students Kelly

Fox, Luke Bouchard, and Abby Precise will discuss the process of putting it together.

WellCore: Cultural Wellness Duration: 50 minutes

2:00

“I’m Good, I Swear”: A Reading and Q&A with Author Carrie Grace York 

Featured Speaker: Carrie Grace York, Belmont Class of ’26, 

moderated by Dr. Gwen Niekamp, Belmont University

Come hear Carrie Grace York, Belmont class of 2026, read from her debut memoir I’m

Good, I Swear, a book about losing and finding faith anew, growing up, and overcoming

the pressure to be perfect. Following the reading, Dr. Gwen Niekamp, a member of the

creative writing faculty at Belmont, will facilitate a Q&A with the author.

WellCore: Spiritual Wellness Duration: 50 minutes



OUR COMMON HUMANITY

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2 

Alumni  Day
Time Session Information

3:00

“How to Love You When You’re Gone: A Reading with Q&A

  Featured Speaker: Gabriela Gonzales, Belmont Class of 2019

 A graduate of Belmont with a BA in English, Gabriela Gonzales is an accomplished poet

whose work has been published in multiple outlets; she also performed at TEDx Nashville.

She will read from her recently published novel How to Love You When You’re Gone, of

which one reviewer on YA Books Central wrote “This book will make you laugh, it will

make you sob, and it will stay with you long after the final page.” In addition to reading

from her novel, she will talk about the process of writing a novel based in part on

personal experience, as well as the publishing process for her book.

WellCore: Cultural Wellness Duration: 50 minutes

4:00

Winners of the 2026 Sandra Hutchins Humanities Symposium

  Creative Writing Contest

  Readings by Belmont Undergraduate and Graduate Students

Each year the Department of English holds a writing contest for undergraduate and

graduate creative writing students with winners selected by a faculty committee. Top

entries of poetry, fiction and creative non-fiction of submissions by Belmont

undergraduate and masters students will be read by the writers. A reception will follow,

encouraging the audience to stay for the concert which will end this year’s symposium.

WellCore: Cultural Wellness Duration: 50 minutes

5:00

“The Universal Language: A Closing Concert”

Ashley Davis, John DePriest, and Brandon Tullock

Our trio of alumni from the panel earlier in the day on endangered languages will close

out this year’s symposium with a concert of music, some composed by themselves,

representative of a variety of cultures, from Native American to folk, from Celtic to

Catalan. To end as we began in the words of Walt Whitman, we will “Hear America

Singing.”

WellCore: Cultural Wellness Duration: 50 minutes
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	Celebrating Twenty-Five Years
	of the
	Belmont Humanities Symposium
	Twenty-five years ago, when the then Department of Literature and Language and the Department of Philosophy decided to organize “Murder in the Mansion,” we called it a Symposium because we wanted to emphasize an aspect of academic engagement fundamental to our disciplines, the focus on conversation.  Today, as social media, twenty-four hour news cycles, AI, and political division seem to threaten our ability to interact deeply and meaningfully with each other, even with those we may not agree with, that reciprocal, conversation-based format, that requires both listening and speaking, seems all the more important.  Perhaps we shouldn’t be surprised, then, to discover that the original, root sense of conversation isn’t about talking with each other at all:  it’s about living with others, opening up to the possibility of turning ourselves about as we encounter others, and in that way allowing ourselves to celebrate everything our common humanity has to offer.  So, this year, instead of engaging with one focused subject from many angles, during the five days of our 25th Symposium we will resume conversations on the five topic groupings representing the past twenty-five years:   Our Encounters and Conversations; Our Comparative Impulses; Our Contexts; Our Technologies; Our Narratives and Languages.
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